Looking to move to California to start or buy a business?

Following are some important steps that will help you get the information you are seeking:

1. A good place to start is an online document created by CalBIS http://labor.ca.gov/calBIS/ called "Setting up Business in California: A Guide for Investors" http://labor.ca.gov/calBIS/cbguideinvestor.pdf.  It describes the general procedures and issues involved in establishing a business/office in California.  This Guide should provide you with a lot of the information you are seeking.  Another document that may be of interest is the California Investment Guide http://www.labor.ca.gov/calBIS/cbbusincentives.pdf which contains an overview of business advantages, taxes, and the permit process.  Lastly you may want to check out the California Business Portal http://www.calbusiness.ca.gov/ because it contains a lot of information on how companies can set up business in California 

2. Business Filing.  First, determine what type of business you would like to establish, be it a sole proprietorship, partnership, corporation or other.  Go to the Secretary of State's business portal to learn about the various types of business filings, and you can download filing forms online www.ss.ca.gov/business/business.htm.  Next, view the Business Checklist to determine additional steps you may need to take: http://www.ss.ca.gov/business/checklist.htm
3. Employer and Tax Identification.  In most cases, employers need to obtain a federal Employer Identification Number (EIN) for tax purposes. Go to http://www.ss.ca.gov/business/tax.htm to learn more about state and federal tax issues for employers.

4. Permits and Licenses. Your client may need to apply for a permit or license, depending on the type of business they are establishing. Make sure to contact the local city or county government to learn about local business licenses as well.  For various types of permits, you can go to www.calgold.ca.gov and the Department of Consumer Affairs, http://www.dca.ca.gov/index.html. 

5. Finally, one additional benefit of foreign investment in the United States is the Investor Visa Program which permits foreign investors to obtain permanent residence in the United States http://www.labor.ca.gov/calBIS/cbfederalvisaprog.pdf. 
